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complex conjugate • compote 



patterns of thought, feeling, and action. 3. Informal. An exaggerated or 
obsessive concern or fear <had a complex about flying> —com. 
plex'i.ty/i. — com.plex'ly adv. — com.plcx 'nes9 n. 

* syns: complex, Byzantine, complicated, convoluted, dae- 
dal/ elaborate; intricate, involute, involved, knotty, labyrin- 
thine'.^/', core meaning ^difficult to- understand due to intricacy 
<inflation — a complex economic problem> ant; simple 
complex conjugate n. I. A complex number that when multi- 
plied by a given complex number yields a real number. 2. A comnlex 
quantity- that when multiplied by a given complex quantity-yields a 
product free of imaginary terms. ' <'■ , 

complex fraction n. A fraction in which the numerator or de- 
' nominator or both contain fractions. 

com*plex«ion (kam-pleVshan) n. [ME complexioun, physical con- 
stitution < LLat; complexio < Lat., combination < complexus, p.part. 
of complecti, to entwine: —see complect.] I, The natural color, tex- 

• ture, and appearance of the skin, esp. of the face. 2. General character, 
aspect, or appearance <new evidence that alters the complexion of the 
case> 3. The combination of the four humors of cold, heat, moistness, 
and dryness in specific proportions believed in medieval physiology to 
control the temperament and constitution of the body. —com. 
plex'ion«al adj. 

com»plex*ioned (kam-pleVshand) adj. Of or having a specified 
complexion <li$it- complexioncd> 

complex number n. A number of the form a + bi. where a and.b 
are real numbers and i» = -1 ; a member of the set of ordered pairs 
{ a, b) of; real' numbers in .which a pair equals another pair if and only if 
corresponding members of the two pairs are identical and in which 
addition and multiplication are defined by (a,b) + {c,d) = (a + c, b + 
d) and (a,b)(c,d) = {ac - bd, ad + be), respectively. 

complex plane n. A plane that has complex numbers as its points. 

complex variable n. An expression of the form x + iy, where x 
and y are real variables and P = -1. • " 

com.pli«ance (ksm-pli'ans) also com*pli*an*cy ( sn-se) rj. 1. , 
Acquiescence to a wish, request, or demand. 2. A disposition or ten- 

' dency to yield- to the will of others. 3. a. Extension or displacement of 
. -a - loaded^ structure per unit load. b. Flexibility. 

com>pli«ant (kam-pli'ant) adj. Inclined or disposed to comply : Ac- 
quiescent.,— com.pli' ant. \yadv. 

com.pli.ca.cy. {kam-pHk'3-se) n., pi -cies. 1. The state of being 
complicated. 2. A complication. ■ 

com>pli*cate (kom'pll-kat') vt. &) vi. -cat*ed, -cat. ing, 
-cates. [Lat. complicarescomplicat-, to. fold up ; com-, together + 
plicare; to fold.] 1. To make or become complex, intricate, or bewil- 
dering/ 2i" To twist or become twisted together. — adj. (-kit). 1. Com- 
plex : 'intricate/ 2.*. Biol Folded longitudinally one or several times, as 
certain leaves or the wings of some insects. . < < 

com.pli* cat «ed (kOm'plf-ka'tld) adj. 1. Containing intricately 
combined or involved parts. 2. Difficult to understand or treat. 
:— com'pli^cat'ed*Iy adv. — coin' pli. cat' ed-ness n- 

com.'pli- caption (kam'pll-ka'shan) n. 1. The act of complicating. 

■2^ A confused or intricate relationship. 3. A complicating factor, con- 
dition, or element. 4, Med. A condition occurring during another dis- 
ease and aggravating it. > 

com.plice {kSm'plIs} n. [ME < OFr. < LLat. complex, closely con- 
nected-: Iiat. com-, together + Lat. plicare, to fold.] Obi An associate 
or accomplice. ; . 

com.'plic.it (ksm-plis'It) adj. Haying complicity/ : r ■ ]*~- ' 

comiplic.i.ty (kam-plls'l-te) n., pi. -ties. Involvement as ari r ac- 
complice' in a/crime or wrongdoing. . . ••' 

cpm.pli.er ikam-'pli'ar) n. One that complies. 
. com.pli.ment (kom'pb-mant) n. [Fr..< Sp. cumpliinento < cum- 
plir, to' complete < Lat. complere, to complete.] 1. An expression of 
praise, admiration; or congratulation! 2. A formal act of civility, cour- 
tesy/or, respect. 3. compliments. Good wishes : regards '< Extend 
my compliments to the host and hostess: > — .vt. -ment.ed, -merit* 
ing; M -mentsV 1. To pay 1 a' compliment to. 2. To show fondness, re- 
gard, or-respect for by giving a gift or performing a favor. 

com* pli* mien »ta.ry (kdm'pb-men'ts-re, - -tre) adj. 1. Expressing, 
using, or; resembling a compliment '<corhplimentary reviews of the 
coricert> 2.'Given free to repay a favor or as an act of courtesy Com- 
plimentary -'copies' of the new novel> — com'pli.men'ta.ri.ly 
adv. 

com'.plin (kdm'plln) also com.pline (-pirn, -pirn') n. [ME < OFr. 
compile < Med.' ;Lit'{hota) completa, final hour < Lat. completus, 
p.part. of complere, to complete.] The last' of the seven canonical 
hours. V"v;. .' • • .* • \ v\-v 

com.ply ; (k3m-pli f ) vi. -plied, -ply. ing, -plies. [Ital. complire < 
Sp. cumplir, to complete < Lat. complere.} 1. To act in accord with 
another's request; command, rule, or wish. 2. Obs.'.To be courteous or 
obedient. ^ v> •-' • < •• . * "* • • 

com.po (kom'po) h., pi.' -pos. [Short for composition.] A com- 
bined substance, as mortar or plaster, formed by mixing ingredients. 

com.po.nent (kom-po'nsnt) n. [Lat. componens, component-, 
pi.pzit.ot componere, to put together : -com-, together + ponere, to 
'pufcJTJJA constituent element, as of a system; 2. A part of a mechan- 
ical or electrical 'complex. 3.- Math. One of a set of vectors having a 
sum equal to a given vector.- 4. Chem. Any' of the minimum number 




of substance's required to specify completely the composition; 'of'^f 
phases of a chemical system. — com.po 'nent adj. - — com- 
nen'tial (kOm'pa-nen'shal) adj. - . •*/ v*£3g|ggti 

com.port (kam -port', -port') v. -port.ed, -port.mg;"Vptjr^., 
[OFr. comporter to conduct < Lat. comportare, to bring togedio^ 
com-, together + portare, to carry.] — vt. To conduct or behave"(on^^ 
self) in a given way <comport oneself with tact> ' — vi. To be i:'aj^^ 
priate : harmonize <actions that- comport with fair play> f i^;ji^^5i 
com.port.ment (ksm-port'msnt, -port'-) h. Deportment": b4'^ 
ing. - • ''> ■ ' ■ 

com. pose (kam-poz') v. -posed, -pos. ing, -pos.es." [MExo^f 
posen < OFr. composer < Lat. componere. —see component.] 
1. To make up the constituent parts of : constitute <a colle§^4 
composed of rare antiqiies> 2. To create by putting' togethH^I^ 
create or produce (a literary or'musical piece). 4. To calm (one'siS-l 
or body) : quiet. 5. To reconcile : settle <composed their 'c'onte^i 
tions> 6/To arrange artistically. 7. To set or arrange (type^brmatSrt^ 
be printed). — vi. 1. To create literary or musical'pieces.' 2Kfo 'setVfc 1 1 
printing type. ' ' ~ ~ ■ 

★ syns; compose; create, produce v." core meaning iioi^^^i 
artistic effort <cbmposed a' piano sonata> '"^f^p^' 
com.po9ed (kam-pdzd') adj. Self-possessed : ; tranquilf' ^cpn 
pos'ed-ly ( po'zid-le) adv. — com*pos'ed>nei 
com* pos. er (kam-po'zar) n. One who composes, 
composing room n. A room ; for setting type. ' ; '"' • — *-'\ . £ 
composing stick n. A tray with an adjustable end used by a'cpaSl 
positor to hand-set type. ' . * '^'f^fv\t: 

coin* pos *ite (ksm-pSz/It) adj. [Lat. compositus, p.par t. r of ^co^^M 
nere, to put together, - see component.] l. Made up of ^stinctc(^^ ! 
ponerits : compound.' 2. 'Math.] Having factors : factorable!' ; 3ijftjt|6 
Of; belonging to, or typical of the Comriositae, a large piant^amfltf' 
marked by flower heads having both ray flowers arid disk flowen^asaf^ 
the aaisy, of disk flowers only, as in wormwood, or of ray floweK^ml^ 
as in the dandelion. 4. Composite.' Relating to or desigrwti^tkf^ 
Composite order. — n. 1. A compound. 2. A composite plaht/^c^ 5 



.'irpbundri w . 

^component.] r>r vt. l. To combine so as to form a 
nxoduce br create by combining parts <a druggist c 
^3£ne><3..ToTesolve (e.g., a debt) by settling on ar 



pos'ite.ly adv. — com.pos'ite.ness n. 



composite nerve n. A nerve consisting of both sensory ; anTmoto^' : pi A- on a single /leafstalk:; ; f 
fitters/"' ■• 'V-^?^^&g. gt^ipAmnhiivtH lf..nfi."n >i 



'fibers. , , . r _ _ ._ 

composite number n. An integer exactly divisible by. at least [(mt* : fl compound microscope n. A microscope 
number other than itself or v l. . 1 f, , £ "-objective 'at opposite ends of an adjustable tu 

Composite order h. A Roman capital formed by supe'rirnposl^fe 
Ionic volutes on a Corinthian .capital. . . '' ' -T?3^^^W^ 




Composite order^ 





composite photograph n. A photograph made by combi! 
or more separate photographs. ■ . • v^fcL . 

com.po*si.tion (kdm -pa-zlsh'an) n. [ME composiciounC< 
compositio < componere, to put together, —see coMpONENT.jvJ 
The act of putting together parts or elements to form a whole: bfT]^ 
way in which such parts are combined or related : constituticw^ 
The product of composing : compound; 2. The uniform- ariang&ttjj 
of artistic parts. 3. a. The art or act of composing a literary-pr rnusiw 
work. b. A work;of art, literature, or music or its stmcture o'r.gr^ 
ization. 4. A short essay, esp. one written as a school exercise?5|^i 
tual agreement "or compromised settlement. 6. The fofmjtt^pg 
compounds from ^separate words. 8. Typesetting. .— com'po*«J| 
tion.al adj. — com'po.si'tion.al.ly adv. -..xM^^fS 
composition of forces n. The finding or determination of|^ 
tor that is v the l resultant of a given set of forces. ' ■ ■ *''^Jf||f? 
com« pos. i «tor (kam-pdz'I-tar) n.' A typesetter. — cbm'fpp*^ 
to'ri.al (-t6r'e-al, -tor'-) adj. >•• - . . 

com* pos men*tis (kom'pas men 'tis) 'adj. [Lat., having masS 
the mind.] Of sound mind. ■ : : >?,»£u 

com.post (kfim'post') n: [ME, compote < OFr. —see comw^J? 
A'mixture of decayed organic matter used as fertilizer.' 2; A coBl^p 
: mixture. — vt. -post-ed, -post.ing, -posts. 1; To fernliieg^ 
compost. 2. To convert (vegetable matter) to compost. '^^^0^ 
com-po. sure (kam-po'zhar) n. [< compose.1 Tranqm^it^oT^g, 
com.pote (kom'pot) n. \Yz.'< OFr. compo'ste < Ut. composi^^ 



^ together. -^see^coMPOSiTE.] l.'Fruit cooked or ste 



Z'-'-i thexlaim .'adiust."4. : ' To compute (interest) on.th 
l^fecd interest. 5. Law. To agree, for a consideratio: 
•H/ ^compound, a: misdemeanor > 6. To increase : ac 
f^^oinded the difficulties of the search party.> — v, 
b?%rform>a compounds 2;< To come to terms : agr 
impound 'rkom-pound', kam-). Comprised of two or • 
z ' V^Srts. -.r-n ,(k6m.' pound'). 1. A combination of tw< 



^: : ?*:parts.* .r 

P ■ , or parts- -2:, A word, as loudspeaker or baby-sitting: 
Kjmbre elements haying perceptible lexical meaning 
* ^iiacroscopically homogeneous substance consistin 
,^s;of two or more, different, elements in definite pn 
" with' properties'.unlike- those of its constituent f 
^-o'ppuhd'a.ble .adj. — com.pound'er n. 
\ com* pound *.(kom ' pound ' ) n. (Malay kampong, 
ti ' of buildings, esp. residences, enclosed by a fence or 

sentence (k6m ' pou 
least' two coordinate ii 
w . . _ Sd'one''or.' more 'dependent clauses. • 
_| compound eye n.^The eye of most insects and 
% fe'firompose'd of many light : sensitive elements, each v 
^|^tive.system and each forming a portion of an imaj 
| ; compound flower n. A flower head of a compc 
ing of numerous small- flowers "appearing as a sing 
compound fraction n Axomplex fraction.' 
^compound fracture ji.; A fracture in which br( 
^sqft tissue. and -usu. -protrudes through the. skin. 

compound interest n. Interest computed on tl 
_ |pud:iiterestias;.well as : on the original principal, 
"compound leaf n.- A -leaf having two or more sep 
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6 pot " o toe 6 paw, for oi noise 



^J^co^pbund lens^.iLENS lb. 
' - compound microscope n. A microscope with 

: : ;;(^ecrive.at opposite ends of an adjustable tube. 
|^5jD^pound number n A quantity, as 5 pounds 
: 3 inches, involving different units of measure., 
ij compound sentence n. A sentence of two or i 
■-^"f'dependenf clauses,: often joined by a conjunction oi 
".-The climb \>*'as : arduous^ but we finally reached ti 
: com. pr a« dor 'also , com • pr a • dor e (kOm ' pra 
^f^&vcqmparator, -buyer '< Lat. comparare, to buy 
{■ paicre, to get.j A native agent once employed by a 
^•^^^Chjna'and certain other Asian countries to serve as 
pBE^vt^^ercial-. transactions.'^';'! , 
^^«>mrpre rhend <(k0m ' pri-hend f ) vf..*-hend. 
j^hends v [ME comprehenden < Lat. comprehendi 
^ : IS piehendeie ; x\o ^s^], \: ^o grasp mentally : i 
By: mcludefor: embrace-.-: comprise.- — com' pre .hen 
^2^m.pre ; ^en.8ijrble (kOm'pri-hen'ss-bal) ad) 
M^v^ s: ^P^i ,re ^ ensu5 »:P-'P art '' of comprehender 
'Capable-of being understood : intelligible. — < 
^^"'ijtyHCom^pre.hen'si.ble.ness n. -c 

" '^feP^hen;.8ion,(k6m'pri-hen' n. [M 
;i$i^^comprg/iensio:.'< comprehensus, -p.'part. of 
.^^jeHend.^l\>.vTbeactor fact. of comprehend 
^G. ; b.- Knowledge, acquired, by comprehending. 2. 
^we..|cqMPREHibasrvE>iESS..3. connotation 3. 
@ffl'pre»hen.siye; (k6m 'prl-han ' slv) adj. [U 
r j'^^prehensus/.p.p^t^of.'comprehendere, to cor 
■^^Sl^P^^^cohtent <a comprehensive analysis ( 
!^ ked . b > T - or Showing- 'extensive understanding < 
'*i?®^^5^^^«- l ^^'^ lien 8ives. Informal. 

the 'entire ;field' of ; major study, given in the . 
•^graduate , year of "college, -com'pre.ht 

Pj^.henisive.ness n. 
iS*^r;(k3in;pr^) v vt. -pressed, -press 
^ ^mpressen ^ LLat. compressare, freq. of Lat. 
igf^^premerciito.press:] 1. To squeeze or p 
.^^er.as if ; by squeezing, -n. (k&m'preV) 
r^^^ ; A as ;»l^' va PPlied to press against a pa 
^^ lor : compressing;., ^ • - 
^•P re8 se4 (k3m : prest') adj. 1. Pressed togetl 
!^J ^ tten ^ lengthwise or laterally, as certain s< 

2^?^*?^\air,n./Air under greater than atm 
. "^^'i'ble^kam-presra-bsl) adj. Caps 

|^^0iu out"'';rh'thin - th this a cut 

vision about, item, edible 
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